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Gibraltar Government rejects Mr Rajoy’s UN statements 
 
Her Majesty's Government of Gibraltar rejects the statements made by the Spanish Prime 
Minister, Mr Rajoy, in New York yesterday before the General Assembly of the United 
Nations calling on the United Kingdom to re-start talks under the bi-lateral Brussels 
process.  
 
The fact of the matter is that successive Governments of Gibraltar have already made 
clear that talks under the Brussels process are unacceptable to the Government and to the 
people of Gibraltar.  Moreover, successive United Kingdom Governments have repeatedly 
made clear to the Kingdom of Spain, most recently in statements by the Minister for 
Europe (Rt Hon Mr Lidington), the Secretary of State (Rt Hon Mr Hague) and the Prime 
Minster (Rt Hon Mr Cameron) that they will not "engage in any discussion about Gibraltar 
that the Gibraltarians didn't want us to engage in." Today, the United Kingdom has also 
exercised its right of reply to re-state this position clearly and unequivocally in response to 
Mr Rajoy’s statement to the General Assembly. 
 
In fact, Gibraltar remains entirely united against any bilateral engagement between the UK 
and Spain over Gibraltar, and as the Prime Minister has made clear, there is therefore no 
prospect of any bilateral relations between the UK and Spain in respect of any matter 
relating to Gibraltar. 
 
Gibraltar thus enjoys a veto on the resumption of bi-lateral discussions about Gibraltar and 
that is the end of the matter.  The only dialogue acceptable to the people and Government 
of Gibraltar is a trilateral process, to which Gibraltar and the UK remain strongly 
committed. 
 
It must, nonetheless, be stated that Mr Rajoy's remarks, calling on UK publically to re-start 
the bilateral process and saying that they have wasted time in not doing so already, 
usefully serves to illustrate that any previous suggestions by Mr Margallo and Mr Trillo that 
they had recovered bi-lateralism were wrong.  In that particular sense, Mr Rajoy's 
statements are a welcome illustration to the General Assembly of the reality that bi-
lateralism has been dead for many years and will never be resurrected, as repeated 
consistently by the Gibraltar Government under different administrations. 
  


